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Diamond Hill, which established the British in their possession
of Pretoria and left them leisure to undertake the consolidation
of their hold on the territory recently traversed by their armies.
One of the first measures to be undertaken was the establish-
ment of connection with the right wing of the army tinder
Buller, which had been left well to the right rear of the main
force, and in fact was not yet clear of Natal. The necessity of
resting and re-fitting his own troops as well as those of the
Ladysmith garrison after the relief of that place, and of
organising from them a force fit to take the field, had delayed
the re-commencement of active operations till some days after
Roberts' departure from Bloemfontein. The enemy on Buller's
front had taken up a strong position on the Biggarsberg,
blocking his way north from Ladysmith and resting their right
on the Drakensberg; the left, however, was weak and could
be enveloped, and on the British advancing by this route the
Boers evacuated their stronghold and retired to the scenes of
their victories twenty years before—the heights of Laing's Nek
and Majuba, in the extreme northern comer of the colony.
Three weeks elapsed before Buller was ready to attack this new
position; he then passed a column through the Drakensberg
by Botha's Pass, wfiich came round in rear of the enemy right,
storming their new front covering the Standerton road and
railway at Alleman's Nek, and forcing them to withdraw in haste
to the north, to avoid complete envelopment. Continuing its
advance by Standerton, the Natal army in the first week in
July gained touch with Roberts' extreme right, stretched south-
east to Heidelberg to connect with it.
With this achievement there may be said to have terminated
the major operations against the Boer republics, one of which
indeed had already been annexed to the British Empire under
the name of the Orange River Colony, The rulers of both
these States were now homeless exiles without a capital or a
government; their armies, manifestly incapable of resisting any
British advance in force, were rapidly dissolving under the
depression of failure ; practically two-thirds of their country
had already been overrun, while British territory had been
entirely freed from their grasp; and large numbers of their
fighting men had already given up the apparently hopeless
contest. According to all precedent and probability, a few
months should have sufficed for the completion and acceptance
of the British conquest. But this was not the view of the ablest
and boldest of our adversaries, and so accurate was their
estimate of the true military position, and so many and so Well
utilised the resources still left to them, that they were enabled,
to the astonishment of the world, and possibly beyond their

